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COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 

Review for manuscript number 7449 Two-stage treatment for HEH The authors focus on HEH and 

the necessary therapy, an interesting issue with little available literature. General remark: Twelve 

authors are listed for the case report regarding the treatment of one patient. Even though the 

contributions of the respective authors are listed it should be explained why, given the extent of the 

manuscript, 5 authors were required to perform data analysis; the same applies for the particle 

therapy. Did these 5 colleagues contribute significantly? Introduction: Regarding therapy of HEH the 

authors reflect too much on liver transplantation. The available alternatives like liver resection and 

TACE should be mentioned as well (see also Grotz TE, HPB 2010 and Wang, WJS 2012). Case report: 

The case report is structured clearly. For the sake of completeness is should be mentioned if the 

infiltrated Fascia Gerota has been resected with an oncological approach. Discussion: Most part of the 

available literature is reflected in the discussion part of the here presented manuscript. Taken 

together the discussion is focused too much on surgical procedures. In this context the authors 

should explain why they decided against the parenchym saving resection of the liver tumors. For the 

sake of equilibrium the possibility of TACE should be mentioned. Furthermore, it should be brought 

up that there are patients in the spontaneous course alive after 5 years without therapy.  The in 

detail described application of particle radiotherapy in HCC should be shortened since HCC and 

HEH are different entities regarding tumor biology. Altogether the discussion should be more 

focused and streamlined. The authors are presenting a highly interesting therapy approach which 

possibly does have the potential to significantly modify the therapy concept of HEH.  Even if one 

may share the delight in the good results for the patient the euphoria in the discussion should be 
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dampened. It should not be forgotten that this is a single case. After revision this manuscript may be 

published in WJG.
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This case report describes the effectiveness of carbon-ion radiotherapy for HEH and the efficacy of a 

novel strategy for the management of multiple bilobar hepatic tumors by combining surgery and 

radiotherapy.
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