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COMMENTS TO AUTHORS
In this manuscript, the authors made a good review to summarize the role of nuclear receptors in
pancreatic development. It will help readers to understand the research advances in this area. I
suggest for publication.
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COMMENTS TO AUTHORS
1) There are a moderate number of grammar and syntax errors, including problems with run-on
sentences, inappropriate singular/plural nouns (subject-verb agreement), and typographical and
spelling errors. The paper would benefit from editorial review for the above.
 2) There are a limited
number of illustrations. The addition of more tables and figures would be helpful. A table
summarizing the pertinent findings would be very helpful. A figure or table listing the families of the
nuclear receptor families and their characteristics would be nice as well. There is a nice figure from a
previous paper depicting the cellular events occurring during nuclear receptor activation that could
be reproduced with permission.(Nacusi & Debes, 2008)
 3) The authors really do not discuss the role
of androgen and estrogen receptors, although there is literature. Perhaps this should be
discussed.(Nacusi & Debes, 2008; Satake, et al., 2006)
 4) There is an important paper on retinoids
in pancreatic cancer that should be included.(Riecken & Rosewicz, 1999)
 5) The abstract should be
more concise and better organized. Please state a purpose for the review. I do not think that it is
necessary to state that ductal adenocarcinoma is the most common histologic subtype. I think that the
audience probably understands that pancreatic cancer, pancreatic adenocarcinoma, and pancreatic
ductal adenocarcinoma essentially represent the same disease. Novel therapy might be a better term
to use than new treatment.
 6) In the introduction, the authors state that pancreatic cancer is the 4th
most common cancer causing death in the World, but they cite a reference for the United States.
Please correct this.
 7) I am not sure that the section “The route to pancreatic ductal adenocarcinoma”
adds anything to the paper. The authors might want to consider omitting this section, or briefly
saying something about known molecular and genetic events in pathogenesis in the introduction. It
seems to be off topic and detracts from the importance of nuclear receptors in pancreatic cancer.
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Maybe there can just be a table or figure?
 8) Please explain the significance of TZD the first time that
it is mentioned (PPARγ agonist).
 9) The data regarding nuclear receptors as a target of therapy for
pancreatic cancer are a bit confusing and sometimes contradictory. There is a lot of data summarized
here and there a lot of biomolecules and pathways. This may be confusing for clinicians and
pancreatologists who are not experts in cellular biochemistry. Please review the text and try to be as
clear as possible when presenting the data.
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