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In this mini-review the Authors reviewed some retrospective studies focused on the prognostic
significance of detection of tumor cells in lymph nodes and/or peripheral blood from patients
suffering for resectable or metastatic colorectal cancer (CRC). In particular, they reported and
discussed the results obtained using methods (including immunohistochemistry, RT-PCR and the
CellSearcTM System) that detect tumor cells through the analysis of cancer-related biomarkers
(including CEA, CKs, hTERT, CD133, K-ras, and MUC2). They conclude remarking the prognostic
utility of minimal tumor cell detection in lymph nodes or peripheral blood from these patients and
highlight the need of developing innovative and low-cost methodologies, usable in clinical routine
Even if the idea of a “Highlight Topic” on this issue is interesting, there are two crucial and major
criticisms that make this mini-review unacceptable in the present form: 1) Throughout the
manuscript, the English is very poor, and often not intelligible. The manuscript must be completely
re-written with the help of a native English auditor 2) Some references are not updated and the
Authors define as “recent”, studies that were published more than 20 years ago, and as “novel”,
methodologies, such as OSNA, that have been developed and in use already since more than 10 years.
As I wrote above, the idea of this mini-review is stimulating, but it should mainly discuss recent data
or otherwise correlate (or compare) the older data with the more recent ones. From this point of view,
it has not been discussed adequately (or maybe it is not clear for problems related to the not fluent
English) how the knowledge on the topic of this review has progressed over the past 20 years: the
recent results should be emphasized more than the less recent ones, and this would improve the
originality and, consequently, the quality of this mini-review Without an adequate revision of
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It is a short review article with well description of the current development of minimal cancer

detection in colorectal cancer.
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1. Because the term “ minimal cancer” is not appropriate, the title of the study should be corrected as
” Clinical impact of minimal cancer cell detection from various specimens in colorectal cancer ”. 2.
Detection methods should be described with more details. 3. The manuscript is poorly written and
contains a number of typographical/grammatical errors.
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The paper submitted by Kazuhiko Yoshimatsu et al. and named “Clinical impact of minimal cancer

detection from various specimens in colorectal cancer” is presenting different molecular diagnostic

methods for the detection of minimal colorectal cancer cells from various specimens. This minireview

deals with topic which attracts the attention of all scientists, involved in cancer diagnostics and

treatment. However, I believe that the authors must completely reevaluate this paper and consult the

English language with a native speaker. There are hundreds of grammatical errors!!! In addition, the

presentation of this very interesting diagnostic problem should be evaluated much more deeply. In

conclusion, it is too early for this publication. If the authors completely revise the paper, it could be

further re-submitted as a new paper.
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Please do check the typos and also cite the tables within the text of the paper. And do change the

sentence "Here we report the findings of our mini-review evaluating the prognostic significance of

molecular tumor cell detection in lymph node specimens and PB samples"




