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COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 

The authors reported that PFKFB enzymes play a significant role in the regulation of glycolysis and 

cancer growth by inducing cell proliferation and surviving. The expression of PFKFB-3 and PFKFB-4 

is increased in malignant tumors and strongly induced in various cancer cell lines including 

pancreatic and gastric cells via a HIF-dependent mechanism. However, the research is not novel 

enough to be published in this journal. There are major limitations to the study: 1. The related work 

has been published and only a few new points are added;. 2. The authors introduced the detailed 

expression of PFKFB-4 in various cancers, adding a paragragh to describe the expression of other 

PFKFB in other cancers would be helpful for the readers. 3. The authors describe the expression of 

different PFKFB in human gastric malignant tumors, but the expression of different PFKFB in human 

pancreatic cancers is missing. 4. The conclusion: Moreover, the hypoxia responsiveness of PFKFB-3 

and PFKFB-4 mRNAs expression in pancreatic and gastric cancer cell lines is regulated by the HIF 

transcription complex like VEGF and Glut1 genes and correlate with the increased level of HIF-1 

protein. However, data are inadequate to support this conclusion. 5. For figure 2 and the 

corresponding results section, the authors should add the detailed ratio and P value to make readers 

understood easily. 6. The authors should check the misspelled words carefully, e.g. 5’-regulatory 

region.
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COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 

Generally this is a good paper about PFKFB expression in gastric and pancreatic cancer.  However 

there are some points requiring correction 1-Paper must be presented with a more clear and 

understandable form 2-Tables may be useful for readers to understand this biology  3-There are 

many grammatic and typographic errors and paper must be reviewed and these mistakes must be 

corrected   


