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COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 

Some histological data of the patients's liver would help to improve the paper.
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In this study authors evaluated the correlation between liver stiffness measurement (LSM) by 

real-time shear wave elastography (SWE) and liver fibrosis stage. They enrolled 70 consecutive 

patients with various chronic liver diseases (HBV, HCV, non-alcoholic liver disease and other 

diseases including autoimmune hepatitis and unknown cause). The major result is that LSM by SWE 

showed a significant correlation with the severity of liver fibrosis, maximally identifying more 

advanced degrees of disease.  The non-invasive assessment of liver fibrosis is a really interesting 

field of research, however, some limitations of the present study should be addressed. ? The first 

concern is the lack of originality. Similar studies have been already published about this issue, 

sometimes with larger study populations. ? The extreme heterogeneity of the population is not a 

point of strength, but a source of variability. A higher sample size could be necessary to allow for 

subgroup analysis. A sample size assessment could be useful to address this issue. ? Some studies 

showed that transient elastography and acoustic-radiation-force impulse elastography have a higher 

accuracy for the evaluation of fibrosis as compared with real-time elastography. This should be 

discussed by authors. 
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I had the opportunity to review a paper “Real time shear wave elastography in chronic liver diseases: 

Accuracy for predicting liver fibrosis, in comparison with serum markers”, and I found very 

interesting. There is no problem to publish the manuscript.
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Congratulations  for the work.I made osomeberatoc restrictions that do not intrefer in the quality of 

the work.liberatocaboclo
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This is a retrospective study assessing the utility of SWE is a heterogenous group of patients with 

regard to aetiology of liver disease. This is in contrast to the two other major studies which only 

assessed patients with viral hepatitis. The use of serum markers is interesting. The small numbers is a 

limitation.   I have some comments:  1. Can the authors confirm that all patients were fasted prior 

to the assessment of SWE?  2. Give that the technique does not appear to perform any better than 

HA and Type IV collages, what is the justification for using this technique?  3. I am somewhat 

surprised by the inferior diagnostic performance in patients with advanced fibrosis and in particular 

cirrhosis. This is worse that in other studies. Would the authors like to comment?  4. There are 

several errors in grammar and spelling. I suggest the entire article is carefully proof read and 

corrected by an appropriate service. 


