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The authors report a case of manometrically proven achalasia in a daughter, radiologically probable

achalasia in mother and suspected (from history) achalasia in a grand-mother. In absence of genetic

analysis of the subjects, the authors leap to the conclusion that this is Xlinked hereditary form of

achalasia which is unsubstantiated by any of the evidence that they present. At the most, one can

accept it as a form of familial presentation of a disease, with possible genetic influence. There is

nothing new about the investigation or management of these cases to make the manuscript unique.
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Evsyutina and associates present a case report detailing two patients (mother and daughter) with

achalasia. The authors imply that this represents an X-linked dominant pattern of inheritance. A

review of the literature is provided regarding genetic polymorphysms and syndromes associated

with achalasia. 1.)How do we know that this is truly an inherited condition without a more

extended family pedigree? 2.) For Patient A, it is stated that the patient refused the proposed

therapy. What was the proposed therapy in this case? 3.) Though the familial relationship suggests

a vertical transmission pattern of achalasia, no data is provided in the form of genetic testing that

identifies a specific abnormality or polymorphism. There is no specific data presented that can

confirm an x-linked expression pattern with only two patients affected.




