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COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 

In this manuscript, the authors described that preoperative saline lavage of the stomach in 

laparoscopic and endoscopic cooperative surgery can reduce the effect of bacterial counts, suggesting 

the role in preventing post-operative surgical infection. This procedure may be clinically relavant if it 

would be proved in duplicative observation.  Concerns The comparisons used patients data from 

different time periods and the expertise of the physicians are improving. This may affect the 

comparability of the data from different time periods. Therfore, the authors need to explain in detail 

the compatability of their data. Furthermore, longer observation of the real infection in the patients 

may be more supportive if the authors could provide some follow-up data.
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COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 

Mori et al. studied reduction effect of bacterial counts by peroperative saline lavage of the stomach n 

performing laparoscopic and endoscopic cooperative surger. The authors found a significant 

difference in WBC count, CRP levels, BTs and bacterial counts between non systemic lavage group 

and systemic lavage+balloon occlusion group.  The authors concluded that pre-LECS lavage with 

2000 ml of saline exhibited a bacteria-reducing effect equivalent to disinfectants and favorable results 

in terms of clinical symptoms and data. The study appears to have been well-performed and the data 

is clear.  Some minor comments;  1. Authors described the types of bacterial detected in the cultures 

in “discussion”. 1) Is there any difference in bacterial type detected in gastric juice and ascites 

cultures? 2) How do the authors detect these bacteria? The authors should include the methods in 

“Materials and Methods” section.   2. Fig. 3 showing setting of operation room of LECS is not 

necessary.    3. In line 2, page 14, the authors described that the lengths of hospital stay and other 

aspects of clinical progress were shorter than those with normal…… However, in Table 4, there is no 

statistically significant difference in hospitalization duration. The sentence is confusing for readers. 


