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COMMENTS TO AUTHORS

I congratulate the authors for a good work. The manuscript is well written and contain useful
information. It also provides the first evidence based statistical proof of long term benefits of surgery
in sigmoid volvulus. I would recommend this paper for publication
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Your retrospective review of the experience in your center regarding the treatment of sigmoid
volvulus reaches a clear and important outcome, that definitive surgical intervention is a valuable
follow up to emergent decompression. As such it provides a worthwhile addition to the literarue.
However, as you point out from the literature this algorithm is often not followed. In fact, the reader
would conclude that even in your own instiution over the 15 year period examined, nearly as many
patients 26 received conservative therapy as the 28 who had surgical intervention. It therefore would
be useful to the reader to learn what were the clnical scenarios that distinguished the two cohorts, ie.
what were the criteria that individual surgeons employed to elect to not resect the sigmoid after
stabilization. In addition, as about 25% of the conservatively treated patients did well, a comparison
of this subgroup to the ones who either succumbed or required further intervention may provide
some insight. As such, surgeons will be able to more precisely characterize their patients and make
the best possible decisions.
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COMMENTS TO AUTHORS

Besides the obvious weaknesses of this study such us the small number of the patients included and
the retrospective analyses, the manuscript provides evidence based proofs of a better long term
survival in surgically treated patients. As such I believe that this paper constitutes a notable addition
to the literature and I recommended it for publication.
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