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Emerging evidence has shown that microRNAs are involved development and dissemination of 

gastric cancer. miR-133a could serve as a potential tumour suppressor in several distinct cancer types 

that includes esophageal squamous cell carcinoma, bladder cancer, prostate cancer, colorectal cancer, 

osteosarcoma and breast cancer. However, the specific role of miR-133a in gastric cancer is largely 

unknown. The work documents a very interesting aspect and data looks convincing.   But I have 

few concerns that need to be addressed before the work is accepted for publication.  1.How were the 

samples selected for the study ? Describe.  2.What were the exclusion and inclusion criteria for the 

selection of samples ? Elaborate. 3.HEK293T cells - gastric epithelial cell line ? Confirm. 4.What 

prompted the authors to investigate the possible role of IGF1R ? Did the authors adopted a non-bias 

approach for selection of predicted-targets? Specify. 5.High-throughput technologies, such as miRNA 

oligonucleotide arrays and quantitative RT-PCR have demonstrated significant associations between 

miRNA expression levels and tumor type, grade, response to treatment and prognosis. Does this 

indicate the potential for miRNAs to serve as useful markers of disease state ? The possibility of using 

miR-133a as a biomarker for gastric cancer must be discussed. 6.What is the translational significance 

of this work ? Understanding of the molecular networks controlled by miRNAs should be exploited 

for future cancer treatment. Discuss the feasibility of this strategy in light of complexities involved in 

a disease such as gastric cancer.
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Dear Editor, Authors Thanks for sending the manuscript"miR-133a functions as a tumor suppressor 

in gastric cancer by repressing IGF1R."for revision - Title represent the aim and content - Good idea 

and relatively new field of research - Well organized - Significant grammatical errors need revision  

Thanks
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