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COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 

Zhang and colleagues investigated the efficiency of whole-exome sequencing in identifying known or 

novel CRC predisposing genes in early-onset or familial CRC cases. This is a well written paper that 

has been performed stringently. Although the number of included patients is very low, the authors 

present very interesting results with a straight forward conclusion. However, there are some minor 

revision to perform before the manuscript is acceptable for publication: 1. Abstract: In the results 

section the authors have to cancel "previously" when they talk about unreported, or does it mean 

"previously reported". I guess this has to be a mistake since they put previously before "unreported?! 

2. The authors have to explain why they defined early onset CRC patients to be < 40 years. Other 

authors set the age at <50 years. A citation would be mandatory. 3. Page 9, line 15, Results section: 

change " patients was female" into "patients were female". Grammatically correct would be the plural. 

4. Page 11, line 21: "variants to be damaging or possibly/probably damaging"-I would recommend to 

use the term "functionally altered or impaired" instead of damaging. 5. Figures 1-3: Increase the size 

of the letters within the Figures. They are very small and might become unreadable in the final print 

or pdf version  6. Table 4 and 5: I strongly recommend to remove the question mark in these table. 

Instaed, use an abbreviation for splice site mutation (i.e. ssm). This sounds more scientifical 7. There 

are some problems with the line spaces throughout some tables (i.e. table 3: line: "Validated by 

Sanger sequencing" is missing the word "genes". Please reformat/resize the tables otherwise 
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importnat information might be missing in the final version. 


