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In this study, Li et al. evaluated the performance of superparamagnetic iron oxide (SPIO)-enhanced
MRI in detection and characterization of focal hepatic lesions via systemic review and meta-analysis.
The data showed that SPIO-enhanced MRI was useful for differential diagnosis between HCCs and
other focal hepatic lesions. The study was well designed and the methods were accurately applied. I
have only minor comments: 1. The search was limited because there are plenty of other electronic
databases that could be searched like the Cochrane Library, Embase, Web of Science and Medline. 2.
The author stated that “two reviewers screened the abstract of the selected articles independently”.
What about the strength of agreement between reviewers during article selection?
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This article evaluated the performance of superparamagnetic iron oxide (SPIO)-enhanced MRI in
detection and characterization of focal hepatic lesions via systemic review and meta-analysis. It was
well designed and the methods were accurately applied. However, 1, SPIO-enhanced MRI has
currently been considered to be the only imaging modality that is capable of distinguishing HCC
from DN, although it is limited when both HCC and DN contain similar number of Kupffer cells.
Based on the above, is the study necessary ? 2 In this study, authors had not give the gold standard of
diagnosis for hepatic lesions ( HCC or focal hepatic lesions). 3 The search database was limited. It
should include the other electronic databases such as the Cochrane Library, Embase, Web of Science
and Medline.
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