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COMMENTS TO AUTHORS

It is an interesting study, with an enormous sample size that studies the associations of D-xylose

Breath test results.

Comments: 1. As authors state, there are several bias due to the retrospective

design of the study. These should be clearly described. 2. There is no enough information provided to

support the accuracy of the D-xylose test to predict SIBO, as well as, which are the conditions that

adversely affect the sensitivity and / or the specificity of the test. 3. Data about the manufacturer of

the test should be provided 4. This is not a case-control study 5. A multivariate model analysis would

more accurately describe associations than the univariate, sub-categories, and 2 by 2 analyses used. 6.

Table II is not well understood; for example, what is the meaning of a percentage above 100% 7. It is

not clear what was the missing values management 8. The word “predictors” in the title/conclusion

is not supported by the data and their analysis.
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COMMENTS TO AUTHORS

Thank you for your submission. I found your work interesting. Although these data were
gathered in a retrospective manner via an electronic records search, the sample size is impressive
nonetheless. I believe the paper is well-written and the statistical methods are appropriate. My
main concerns relate to the diagnostic accuracy of XBT and to the clinical significance of this paper
overall. Virtually no information is provided on XBT. What is it? Why is it used? What is the
reliability and validity? Who is the manufacturer? What is the histyory of its use and in which
conditions? Also, did XBT outcomes influence diagnosis? If no, why is it performed in the first
place? Please detail its role in pt diagnosis. Lastly, the identification of variables that are
associated with XBT+ is mildly interesting, but what do you do with that information? I'm
struggling to understand the clinical importance of these data.
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COMMENTS TO AUTHORS

This is an interesting study which has tried to analyze the predictors of D-Xylose Breath test results of
patients who were referred to University of Florida motility laboratory from 2005-2009.  As the
authors appreciated there is a sampling bias due to referral problems, as usually patients with the
symptoms of SIBO are referred for such a test, if they couldn't find any relation between +XBT and
some potential predicting factors, it might be due to sampling problems as well as lack of statistical
power for including that specific factor as a predictor. This should be discussed in the limitation. For
instance, not observing significance in male might be due to small sample size for male gender in this
study. 1) I think the title is difficult to understand. Something like " Predisposing factors for
positive D-Xylose Breath Test: a retrospective study of 932 patients" would be much informative here.
2) This is not a real case-control study. This is a Cross-sectional study. 3) Multivariate test (e.g.
logistic regression) is necessary to see hoe ORs change in combination.  4) What is the specificity
and sensitivity of XBT for SIBO? This should be highlighted in the methods.
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COMMENTS TO AUTHORS

As in all retrospective studies, the present one has some biases, but due to the number of patients
studied, it contributes to the better knowledge of SIBO. However, it is necessary to further the
discussion to explain the limits of the methodology used.
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