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COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 

I do have one question. Usually, the number of control should be more than case. But in this 

manuscript, the author enrolled 47 diabetic patients and 20 health controls. I believe it is easy to get 

more health controls.
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COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 

Thank you for the opportunity to review the manuscript submitted to WJG titled Estimation of 

hepatic steatosis and fibrosis: Comparison of acoustic structure quantification with established 

non-invasive techniques ' by Karlas T et al from Leipzig, Germany. The authors compared 

ultrasound-based acoustic structure quantification (ASQ) with established non-invasive techniques 

for grading and staging fatty liver disease.  The topic is a relevant because NAFLD is perhaps the 

commonest liver disease and liver biopsy although the ‘gold standard’ is associated with several 

problems like mortality, inter-observer variability and sampling errors. It is therefore very important 

to look into non-invasive methods. Biomarkers such as CK-18, TNF-a, AST/ALT, platelet count,  

adipokines etc are unfortunately unreliable.   Here authors compared transient elastography (TE), 

controlled attenuation parameter (CAP), nuclear magnetic resonance spectroscopy and ASQ. The 

problem with this approach is the lack of comparison with the ‘so called’ gold standard namely liver 

biopsy.   The authors claim that this study provides first evidence that ASQ focal disturbance (FD) 

ratio can be used for non-invasive evaluation of hepatic steatosis in patients at risk for fatty liver 
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disease. However, this claim needs further evaluation by other groups globally.    Overall, this is a 

well written manuscript which may be considered for publication in WJG. 
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