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COMMENTS TO AUTHORS

In this article, the authors compared the profiles between 14 HBV-related HCC samples and adjacent
non-tumor samples of IncRNAs and mRNAs using microarray method, and found that ULK4P2 may
participate in regulating HBV-related HCC. This is a piece of nice work. A couple of issues need to be
properly addressed before considering for publication. 1. It is known now the adjacent non-tumor
tissues are not the same as “normal” tissue. Many genes and pathways such as those related to
inflammation are already changed in those adjacent tissues. The continuum of HCC progression is a
complex progress. Only using tumor tissues and adjacent non-tumor tissues alone is not enough to
describe the continuum of HCC progression. The authors probably should re-phrase it, or should add
a group of healthy controls to get more information. 2. The GO and pathway analyses are not
enough to support their statements. Functional experiments are needed to elucidate the possible
mechanisms.
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The manuscript is well presented and of interest. The design of study is appropriate, the study was

done well and its results can contribute to knowledge of this topic. All parts of the manuscript are

well organized and valuable conclusions are provided. References are also appropriate, relevant and

updated.
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