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COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 

Reviewer’s comments As the authors reported, Yin Chen Hao Decoction (YCHD), a classic Chinese 

medical, seems an interesting potent cancer chemo-preventive agent. The present study expressed 

experimental data using a single pancreatic cancer cell line (PACN-1) derived from pancreatic ductal 

adenocarcinoma. The results presented clearly supported their conclusion that the YCHD prevented 

cell growth of the PANC-1 induced by the down-regulation of the Bcl-2 gene and the up-regulation of 

the bax gene. However, the data presented might not seem enough to conclude the YCHD is an 

attractive chemo-preventive agent.  Major comments 1. Result: Apoptosis index, Bcl-2 expression, 

Bax positivity rate, and the density of bcl-2 mRNA and bax mRNA. These data may need time 

dependent control values, as expressed bellow:  The authors may have to fulfill the blanks as shown 

below.  Table 2  Apoptotic index (AI) of pancreatic carcinoma  PANC-1 cells treated with TCHD   

Time Zero 24 h 48 h 72 h 96 h AI (%) 1.26±0.31 4.95±0.81 18.63±1.93 35.68±0.37 43.63±1.23 Control      

t   -6.12 -13.92 -183.17 -53.90 P   P<0.05 P<0.05 P<0.05 P<0.05 P<0.05 vs control group; AI: 

Apoptotic index  Table 3 Positivity rate (PR) of Bcl-2 in pancreatic carcinoma  PANC-1 cells treated 
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with TCHD   Time Zero  24 h 48 h 72 h 96 h PR(%) 36.62±0.69 21.71±0.07 10.60±049 7.21±0.45 

4.54±0.36 Control      t   31.29 44.51 73.62 59.24 P   P<0.01 P<0.01 P<0.01 P<0.01  Table 4  

Positivity rate (PR) of Bax in pancreatic carcinoma  PANC-1 cells treated with TCHD  Time Zero 24 

h 48 h 72 h 96 h PR(%) 10.29±0.51 20.14±0.79 34.6±0.86 45.24±0.48 58.76±1.47 Control      t  -56.89 

-41.68 -69.95 -51.89 P  P<0.001 P<0.001 P<0.001 P<0.001    2. The authors’ results may suggest the 

efficacy of the YCHD. Data adding another pancreatic ductal carcinoma cell line may support more 

their conclusion. The data based on one cell line may not seem to support their conclusion.  Minor 

comments 1. Page 2. Spell error: diferent 2. Page 2. Spell error: choiestasis 3. Page 2. Suspection of 

spell error: cholaneresis? 
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