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COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 

The submission number 17379 to WJG, reviews the interplay between autophagy with different steps 

of HCV life cycle and specially process of viral replication and discuss its potential role in the 

progression of HCV-induced liver diseases.   The manuscript generally is well written. Several 

comments are raised however that may help to further improve the article.  - Very recently several 

review articles have addressed the cross talk of autophagy and HCV infection, some of which are 

published in WJG (e.g: Autophagy in HCV infection: keeping fat and inflammation at bay, Vescovo T 

et al, 2014, Biomed Res Int. -Autophagy in hepatitis C virus-host interactions: potential roles and 

therapeutic targets for liver-associated diseases, Ke PY, Chen SS., 2014, World J Gastroenterol. - 

Hepatitis C virus, mitochondria and auto/mitophagy: exploiting a host defense mechanism. Ruggieri 

V et al, 2014, World J Gastroenterol). Authors are therefore commented to address these recent 

reviews and emphasis to the points of the differences and approaches of their review compared to 

these recent articles (specially compared to that of Ke PY, Chen SS., 2014, World J Gastroenterol).  - 

Please provide a short conclusive remark after each section of the review manuscript.  - From the 
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point of view of scientific writing, it is more favored that the “conclusion and future prospect section” 

of the article describe the point of view of the authors based on what reviewed. In this context, this 

section would have contained the conclusive remarks without repetitive information referred to the 

citations. Please reconsider this section. Please also provide a visible prospect for future research in 

this field.  - A major part of the review article is summarized data in the form of figures and tables. 

None was provided with this manuscript. Please consider this important feature.
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COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 

This review manuscript examines the relationship between hepatitis C virus (HCV) and 

autophagasome.  This is a very relevant topic as many viruses have been shown to alter the 

autophagasome machinery of the host cells to execute or alter their biological properties.  The 

authors have made very exhaustive review of the relevant literature on this subject.   This 

manuscript will be useful for experts as well as newcomers in the field.  However, the manuscript 

can be improved by the following suggestions :  1) It will be useful to present one or two diagrams 

of the autophagy pathways and the points where HCV proteins act.  Particularly, the signaling 

molecules of these pathways are too complex for the readers to comprehend without the help of clear 

diagrams.  It will be nice to know at which step of the viral life cycle the viral and cellular 

autophagy pathways diverge or converge. 2) There are many instances in the literature where the 

results from different publications are opposite.  The authors should particularly point them out and 

provide some explanations or speculations to stimulate the readers’ interest.  Are these artifacts or 

are they real? 3) The relationship between autophagy and innate immunity is not made clear.  4) 
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