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COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 

This experimental protocol investigated a newly designed stent for benign esophageal strictures in a 

rabbit esophageal stricture model. Abstract 1. “The stent was removed after 4 weeks” This 

information is repeated below. 2. The flow of the abstract would improve if the authors described 

first the development of the stricture model and then stent placement. 3. Please revise the conclusive 

paragraph to something like: “In this experimental protocol of benign esophageal strictures the novel 

“pieced” stent demonstrated superior removal rate with similar migration rate compared to a 

conventional stent”, or similar  Introduction 1. Please also comment on biodegradable stents either 

in the introduction or in the discussion section. (Saito Y, et al. Usefulness of biodegradable stents 

constructed of poly-l-lactic acid monofilaments in patients with benign esophageal stenosis. 2007. 

World J Gastroenterol.  Stivaros SM, et al. Woven polydioxanone biodegradable stents: a new 

treatment option for benign and malignant oesophageal strictures. 2010 Eur Radiol. Materials and 

Methods 1. As the authors state that they investigated safety as well as removal, it   is necessary to 

define a clear safety outcome (eg. Stent-related complications during insertion/removal) and 
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compare it between the two groups. 2. Although the authors report that the stents investigated were 

fully covered, this is not evident in the images provided. 3. Please report the success rate of stricture 

development in your model and describe in detail how many animals were needed as to finally 

include 30 animals. Results 1. Please see previous comment and report results accordingly.  2. Also 

report that all stents were patent at the end of follow up period  Discussion 1. The Niti-S 

double-layered Covered Nitinol Stent has also demonstrated excellent results with very low 

migration rates. Please comment. 2. Is it possible to manufacture such stents for human use? Do the 

authors plan to further investigate this stent in clinical trials? 3. A limitations paragraph is required.  

Tables Add safety outcome or complications in the table Figures 1. See previous comment on covered 

stents.  2. Explain the numbers in fig 3 References ok 
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