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COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 

In this article the authors describe the case of a 67-year-old man, with a gastro-tracheal fistula after an 

esophagectomy with gastric pull-up, which was conservatively treated by the broncoscopic 

placement of a covered self-expanding Y stent.   The article may be valuable for publication with 

the following points that should be addressed prior to final consideration: 1) Why the authors 

preferred a covered self-expanding stent? In the discussion section, they should briefly explain the 

advantages of the use of covered self-expanding stents over that of silicon stents in the treatment of 

this type of lesions. 2) To reduce the risk of secretion retention, it could have been possible to use a 

covered self-expanding Y stent with shorter bronchial arms?  3) The indication for the placement of 

the stent was the onset of cough with pulmonary infection. The authors should report in the “Case 

presentation” section if these symptoms improved after the stent placement. 4) The placement of this 

type of stents may be made under sedation. The authors should explain in the discussion section why 

they performed the procedure in general anaesthesia with jet ventilation.  5) The placement of this 

type of stents may be facilitated by the use of a rigid bronchoscope. The use of a rigid bronchoscope, 

moreover, may be necessary in case of stent removal. Was a rigid broncoscope available in the 

operating room?  6) I don’t’ understand the meaning of the sentence “After consultation with 

specialists ….” (Discussion section, page 4, lines 15 and 16). 7)The English requires revision.
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COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 

The work is a case report; necessary to assess the real effectiveness of the stent with a larger number 

of patients
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COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 

Wang F et al reported a case of gastrotracheal fistula (GTF) successfully treated with a covered 

self-expanding Y-shaped metallic stent.  The present report is well organized, concise and includes 

useful information regarding treatment option for this difficult situation.  There are minor 

comments to be revised.  1) As the authors described, GTF occurring in the late post-operative 

period is most often due to tumor recurrence, radiation necrosis, and tracheobronchial erosion along 

the gastric staple-line. What was the exact cause of GTF in the present case? 2) As the authors discuss, 

migration of the stent is among major complications of the straight stent for patients with GTF. Please 

describe reported incidence (%) of migration of the placed straight stent in the literatures. 


