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COMMENTS TO AUTHORS

Using amylase to detect surgical leakage has its merit both scientifically and clinically. It is a simple
inexpensive procedure that does not add risk to the patient recovery. The study design and data
interpretation were both done carefully. In some cases, amylase increased after the clinical symptoms
were observed (p. 9 top). Thus, amylase increases may be in addition can serve as an indicator of
infection/poor wound healing. This should be addressed. Format issue: The figure legends should
be in a different section, not as part of the main text.
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“Diagnostic value of drain amylase to detect intrathoracic leakage after esophagectomy” presented

by Berkelmans et al indicated that the measurement of amylase levels in drain fluid would be an easy

way to detect anastomotic leakage early after MI-ILE. The study is interesting. It would be better if

they combined Figure2A and Figure2B, and represented the “Median amylase levels for patients with

or without AL” in the same figure.
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COMMENTS TO AUTHORS

The paper is an interesting analysis of the ability to detect anastomotic leakages (AL) early in patients
undergoing Ivor-Lewis esophagectomy with the use of an easy, inexpensive test. In fact, anastomotic
leakage is an important complication after esophagectomy, and it is also well known that early
detection of AL is crucial to establish adequate treatment which will influence the prognosis.
Amylase measurement is an easy detection method which has been used for the detection of
anastomotic leakages in pancreatic surgery. The authors analyze whether amylase concentrations in
drainage fluid are correlated with the presence of anastomotic leakage in these patients and
demonstrate that this determination in the drainage fluid is able to detect AL early after esophageal
surgery and before the onset of symptoms. The sensitivity of this test, however, is not very high. On
the other hand, the specificity is high, and in this group of patients, suspicion of the presence of AL
could induce changes in diagnostic and treatment approaches. Minor remarks Recommendations
for further research In Discussion - studies on the influence of the outcome of early AL detection
should also be considered. On page 5 -The signs and symptoms of AL recorded; it is difficult to
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consider data such as atrial fibrillation and delirium as having a relationship with this complication,
even if these data had been observed in the series studied. Why did the percentage of AL treatment
refer to the whole series of patients included in the study and not to the patients with complications?
The paper is very interesting because it facilitates a new approach for early detection and

management of side effects after esophagectomy.
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