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COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 

Interesting data and concerning about the weekend effect. Given the advent of 7 day working in the 

NHS, hopefully if this is re-examined for 2005-2015 for example, this effect might be lessened. As 

always with retrospective studies, the reliabilty of the data set is paramount. can you reference the 

2013 data audit you refer to please?   Could you perhaps expand a little more on explanations for 

why the least deprived have greater mortality as this is a suprise?  Can you proved a break down of 

the aetiology of the bleeing?  You mention ages in the results section, but this is not in table 2.   The 

figures are very mixed up: Figure 1 has no y axis and should have 5 lines for the quintiles, but only 

has 2. I suspect figure three should be where 1 is.  Figure 2 is supposed to be looking at 30 day 

mortailty, but the axes shown LOS - is 4 and 2 mixed up?  Figure 3 - should probably be 1, but again 

label the axes.  Figure 4 is confusing (see above re mix of fig 2 and 4)- you are trying to illustrate 

mean length of hospital stay, comparing weekend and weekday admissions, but your axis is % and 

your key decribes deprivation.   Could the time data be better described? It would be nice to see 

length of stays in numerical format split into weekends and weekdays.
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COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 

This is an interesting study evaluating the upper gastrointestinal bleeding within ten years in 

Scotland.  In my opinion the authors could explain what this study adds to literature.  The authors 

could clarify better in introduction what they meant with “deprivation” (social deprivation). In my 

opinion the figures could be improved with a description of the axis y. Moreover I don’t find a match 

between the description in the manuscript and the relative figures.  
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