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COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 

The authors examined the dermal lymphatic function and architecture in the murine DSS-induced 

acute colitis. They showed alteration in dermal lymphatic architecture and reduction in dermal 

lymphatic contractility in the skin of DSS-induced colitis mice using imaging techniques. Based on 

these results, the authors concluded that the lymphatic are locally and systemically altered in 

DSS-induced acute colitis. Although these results show interesting observations, there are some 

questions to reach until their conclusion.  1. The recovery of dermal lymphatic function is observed 

after finishing the DSS treatment? 2. I wonder a causal relationship between impaired lymphatic 

function and cutaneous complications associated with colitis because the authors did not observe any 

clinically apparent manifestations in the skin of DSS-treated mice. How about the proinflammtory 

cytokine level in the skin of DSS-treated mice?
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COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 

In the current study, authors evaluate whether dermal lymphatic function and architecture are 

systemically altered in dextran sulfate sodium (DSS)-induced acute colitis. The authors demonstrate 

that lymphatics are locally and systemically altered in acute colitis by the use of near infrared 

fluorescence (NIRF) lymphatic imaging. The study is interesting and well structured, however I 

would suggest few observation: 1- Is the DSS alteration of the skin and lynmphatics reversible? The 

authors should discuss this point. 2- The authors do not evaluate the potential mechanisms related to 

the local and systemic alteration of lymphatics: this point should be better evaluated in association 

with literature. 
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