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COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 

This manuscript is limited by the unknown accuracy of the true incidence and prevalence of CD and 

CUC in Eastern and Central Europe.  Nevertheless, it is an important paper in defining and trying to 

explain the variability of biologic use in IBD.   1. Please comment on the frequency of biologic use 

for IBD in 1) Western Europe, and 2) the US, relative to Central and Eastern Europe. 2. “Presenteeism,” 

page 8, is not a word in the English language.  Please rephrase.  Nor is “originator” infliximab a 

commonly accepted term.  The reviewer understands the reluctance to call this “Remicade” or its 

translation.  One might define this as the “TNF inhibitor initially released” or the “originally 

released TNF monoclonal antibody,” or… 3. There are multiple grammar suggestions that the 

reviewer has made to improve the flow of this manuscript.   4. Please clarify whether the costs 

quoted for the biologic medications are a per dose cost or for an induction/maintenance therapy.  

Either way, these costs are dramatically less than those charged in the US.
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