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COMMENTS TO AUTHORS

The letter of Nazan Tuna et al. about the article “Hepatitis B surface antigen seroconversion after

HBV reactivation in non-Hodgkin’s lymphoma”, recently reported by

Liu WP et al (World ]

Gastroenterol. 2014;20(17):5165-7) includes adequate comments that improve the interesting and

useful paper of Liu et al.
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COMMENTS TO AUTHORS

This letter to the editor entitled “Hepatitis B reactivation and Timing for Prophylaxis” by Nazan
Tuna et al. raises the important issue that has yet to be determined in preventive measures for HBV
reactivation. As the authors indicate, the duration of continued pre-emptive antiviral therapy after
cessation of chemotherapy in Liu’s report seems to be short. Given the Rituximab-based regimen
used for the patient case, longer duration of antivirals post-chemotherapy might be more beneficial to
reduce the risk of antivirals-withdrawal reactivation. Thus, it is relevant for the authors (Liu et al.) to
respond this comment raised by Tuna et al. However, the other issue that Tuna et al. pointed out
seems to be arbitrary. There is no specifications on “antiviral initiation 2-3 weeks before
chemotherapy” in the current guidelines (AASLD, EASL, etc.). Based on most of the relevant data
(even with Rituximab), it is less likely that reactivation occurs within such a short period following
chemotherapy.
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COMMENTS TO AUTHORS

Nazan and Karabay writes a letter to make some comments about a clinical report entitled Hepatitis
B surface antigen seroconversion in non-Hodgkin’s lymphoma. The authors’ major comments are
that the prophylactic treatment should have been started before rituximab and that the treatment
should have been extended at least for 6 months instead of 4 months according to EASL guidelines.
Nevertheless, the authors of the clinical report already commented in the discussion about this issue.
They cited the guidelines from EASL, AASLD and Asian-Pacific guidelines, to show that this is a
controversial issue. Nevertheless, there is a general consensus recommending at least to continue
prophylaxis for 6 months after stopping chemotherapy and in strong immunosuppressive regimes
the duration should be for 12 months after chemotherapy. Probably Nazan and Karabay are right and
authors should have highlighted this point. The English should be reviewed to make easier to read.
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COMMENTS TO AUTHORS

Letter in response to the publication Liu W-P et al. 2014. World ] Gastroenterol 20:5165-70 The letter
of the authors N. Tuna & O. Karabay adds an interesting aspect to the case report “Liu et al. 2014,
Hepatitis B surface antigen seroconversaion after HBV reactivation in non-Hodgkin’s lymphoma”.
The outcome may have been different if lamivudine had been administered before the
commencement date of the immunochemotherapy with rituximab. The letter should be published,
the authors of the original publication (Liu et al.) should have the opportunity to respond, and the
response published with the letter.
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