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COMMENTS TO AUTHORS

Dr Bauditz nicely reviews the topic of the use of the drug Thalidomide for treatment of vascular
malformations of the gut. The emphasis is on angiodysplasia and Osler Weber Rendu disease.
Indications and mechanisms of action are outlined. I only have a few comments or suggestions
before publication. The main minor issue is the handling of the other potential treatment for the
same vascular malformations. On pg 7 end of first paragraph: the discussion of octreotide is in my
opinion too dismissive. While true that there are no published randomized controlled trials there are
at least 7 multi case series published. The largest by Nardone recently (98 cases Nardone G,et al, Dig
Liver Dis. 2014). This paper and another by Junquera (Am ] Gastroenterol, 2007) uses some
historical controls or as with Nardone the same patients were compared after octreotide use. In
addition there are now at least 2 meta-analyses of octreotide showing reasonable benefit (Jackson CS
et al Am ] Gastroenterol, 2014). I think the comment on octreotide could be expanded and then lead
into the importance of thalidomide. The rest of the comments ae about spelling or syntax Pg 5 3rd
paragraph 4th line “teleangiectatic” should be “telangiectatic” Pg 7 1st paragraph 6th line
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“ somatostatine” should be somatostatin Pg 8 1st paragraph top. The article by GE et al was
published in 2011 not 2007. Please change Pg 8 2nd paragraph bottom; “clinical and experimental
are very promising”. This is missing a word like “clinical and experimental findings are promising.



