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COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 

In this study, the authors investigated the expression of integrin αvβ6 and MMP-9, and their 

association with various prognostic factors, and their predictive role, both alone and in combination, 

in gastric cancer patients. Immunohistochemistry was used to determine the expressions of αvβ6 and 

MMP-9 in 126 specimens from patients with primary gastric carcinoma. The results are interesting, 

and well discussed.  1 There are some spelling mistakes, which should be revised accordingly. 2 

Data are interesting, but need to be checked again. 3 Tables and figures are good. But the tables 

should be edited according to the journal's style. 4 The references are not very new. Please update the 

ref. list with some more recent references.
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Integrin αvβ6 is a member of the integrin family, and is expressed in epithelial cells only, with 

fibronectin as its major ligand. The expression of αvβ6 is rare and can hardly be detected in normal 

epithelial cells, but increases substantially in response to injury and/or inflammation, or in epithelial 

tumors. Previous studies showed that the de novo expression of integrin αvβ6 is involved in the 

pathogenetic processes in gastrointestinal malignancies, including cell adhesion, proliferation, 

apoptosis, and matrix metalloproteinase secretion. In the present study, the authors undertook an 

immunohistochemical analysis of αvβ6 and MMP-9 expression in gastric cancer. The correlation with 

clinical characteristics and prognosis was assessed to determine whether the combinational pattern of 

αvβ6 and MMP-9 expression could be used as a more effective prognostic index for gastric cancer 

patients after curative surgery. Over all, this is an interesting manucript about the expression of 

integrin αvβ6 and MMP-9 in gastric cancer patients.  1 Tables and figures should be edited. 2 Some 

minor langugae polishing need to be revised. 3 Discussion should be double checked.
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