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Excellent study, particularly given the limitations of patient availability. Well written and analyzed.

This is a potentially important message, and your follow-up should continue.
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COMMENTS TO AUTHORS

Very interesting paper and topic. The main limitation is the retrospective nature of the study, the

small number of patients enrolled in the ITNP Group, the short follow-up. Moreover, data were

collected from different hospitals, so the indication for surgery or ITNP is not clear.Since ITNP was

performed only in one Instistute, it is difficult to compare results.
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This is a retrospective study of Total Pancreatectomy (TP) + Islet Cell Transplantation (ICT) and

Intrathecal Narcotic Pump infusion (ITNP) for the control of intractable pain in chronic pancreatitis

(CP). The aim is to evaluate pain control in patients with CP from a single center. ITNP and TP+ICT

are comparable for pain control in patients with CP, however with high incidence of DM among

TP+ICT group. And prospective comparative studies and longer follow up are needed to define the

treatment outcomes. 1.What is the indication for Total Pancreatectomy (TP) + Islet Cell

Transplantation (ICT) or Intrathecal Narcotic Pump infusion (ITNP)? 2.Does the patient have high

pancreatic duct pressure or pancreatic duct dilatation ? 3.Does the patients need immunosuppressive

therapy after TP +ICT?




