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COMMENTS TO AUTHORS

This is a fine experimental study concerning efficacy of ER agonist against cirrhosis-related portal
hypertension. I congratulate the authors of this excellent work. However, I have one concern in
the morphometric analysis. Their theoretical basis consists of the decline of activated HSCs by ER
agonist. Figure 2 shows the comparative method of SMA-positive cell amounts. Importantly,
Figure 2a demonstrates that SMA-positive cells in this investigation are mostly vascular smooth
muscle cells. Hence, the data don't reflect changing of the number of activated HSCs. The authors
should have done a more specific analysis for activated HSCs. The methodology should be
reconsidered.
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COMMENTS TO AUTHORS

This is a well done experimental study. Practical benefits from this study in clinical practice will not

occur too soon. But being done, the study should be published and know. The authors should discuss

the hyperestrogenism observed sometimes in cirrhosis in the context of the therapeutic potential of

estrogen in therapy of fibrosis. Given the authors result, the inactivation of estrogen encountered in

cirrhosis should have a favorable effect for the progression of disease. Authors should comment this

issue. Many language errors and typos.
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