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COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 

1. The cited figure of 16-27% cPR is too optimistic. It should be noted that lower figures occur, 

especially when treating locally advanced rectal cancer. See, cite and include Gerard JP, et al. 

Radiotherapy Oncol 2015;115:246-52 among the references.   2. To balance the conclusions in the 

article, it should be mentioned that chemotherapy is risky with morbidity and even mortality. See 

report from the CARTS study, BJS June 2015.  3. The Habr-Gama studies are not population based 

and suffer from unclear selection, which may explain some of the very favourable results, and this 

must be noted in the paper.  Details:  4. DRE - Digital Rectal Examination - should be written in full 

text first time it appears.  5. Consensuses, spelled differently...
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COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 

I wish to con gratulate on your short but well centered review on the evidence supporting 

conservative treatment after complete response to CRT in rectal cancer. I make only two observations: 

I found not well  specified which type on CRT protocol was used in the different clinical studies 

reported; There are not indications on evidence based criteria supporting the results of these clinical 

studies. I understand that there are not RCT on the subject so far, but I think it would be better to 

analise which studies are better performed and so more reliable. 
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