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COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 

Comments to the Editor: Thanks for inviting me to review the review article entitled" Towards safe 

injection practices for prevention of hepatitis C transmission in South Asia: challenges and progress”. 

Overall Comment: The provided review article was carefully revised. Safe injection practice for 

prevention of transmission of HBV & HCV is of major concern especially in developing countries that 

show high prevalence of such viruses. The work submitted by Janjua et al, is a root analysis review 

that elaborates the available information about injection use and its determinants in the South Asian 

region. It was revealed that   injection use is common in South Asia with high level of reuse of 

injection equipment with the potential to spread BBPs. The authors provided descriptive and 

informative tables and figures. However, the prevalence of HBV /HCV in such countries and its 

association with injection mal practice is not clearly emphasized within the text. They suggested that 

injection use is common with variation across countries that ranges between (2.4-13.6 

injections/person/year) with a varying proportion of injections being unsafe in recent studies 

(5%-50%). Practitioners are major drivers behind injection use, though patients also prefer injections.  

mailto:bpgoffice@wjgnet.com


 

2 

 

BAISHIDENG PUBLISHING GROUP INC 

8226 Regency Drive, Pleasanton, CA 94588, USA 
Telephone: +1-925-223-8242  Fax: +1-925-223-8243 
E-mail: bpgoffice@wjgnet.com  http://www.wjgnet.com 
 

There is much redundancy in editing the manuscript as major similarities in injection use patterns 

between the studied countries were recorded. It is better to study the magnitude of the problem as a 

whole with no need to be related to each country individually.  In my opinion, the article scientific 

content does not correspond to the journal’s aims and scope.  Its scientific and practical values 

demand its publication in more relevant journal.
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COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 

Dear Author, the present paper is well writed and very intersting. My comments are finalized to 

improve the paper. - Introduction section: plase here report the epidemiological data on HBV and 

HCV infection in the selected countries. In particular revalence, incidence, ways of infection and 

health costs (if is possible). - I suggest also to include a section supported by a table, with data on 

difefrent HCV genotype in the analyzed area, and to compare it with data on similar studies and 

region (i.e. Rouabhia et al. World J Hepatol. 2013)
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COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 

The manuscript entitled “Towards safe injection practices for prevention of hepatitis C transmission 

in South Asia: challenges and progress” By Prof. Janjua is an excellent paper. I will request to add the 

inclusion of Hepatitis in Sustainable Development Goals by United Nations including the targets to 

combat hepatitis by 2030. Also add that the mortality from Hepatitis is exceeded the mortality by HIV, 

TB & Malaria and Hepatitis is now the 7th leading cause of deaths around globe (Naghavi et al., 

Global burden of disease, Lancet).  Paper is accepted for publication after minor revision.
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COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 

The article titled “Towards safe injection practices for prevention of hepatitis C transmission in South 

Asia: challenges and progress” submitted by Janjua reviewed the injection practices around South 

Asia, mainly in regard to the usage of syringes and the underlying motivations of them. The article 

not only covered the injection practices but also investigated the reusing of syringes at health care 

facilities in South Asian countries such as Pakistan, India, Sri Lanka, Bhutan and Maldives. 

Recognizing a clear preference of injection in the treatment practices, the article dealt with both the 

patients’ side and the practitioners’ side. The article went further to propose a multi-level model to 

guide further research and programs to prevent unnecessary injections and any reuse of syringes. 

Since reusing syringes at healthcare facilities is one of the major routes of HCV transmission, this 

article may be provisionally regarded as a suggestion aiming to reduce the HCV transmission rate. 

However, this paper mainly deals with general injection practices and its relation to prevention of 

HCV infection is rather scarce. The following comments are the reasons why I think so.  (Major 

Comments) This manuscript is overall very thorough and informative and it provides useful 
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information on the current injection practices. The text has proper structure and length. As the first 

attempt to look into the injection practices and the state of reusing syringes in South Asia, its 

significance shouldn’t be underestimated. Yet, the implication of the findings in relation to the 

prevention of HCV is rather subtle. Seven papers cited in this article are not published but only 

available on google scholar, which compromises the reliability of this article. It should have been 

noted in the discussion section at least.  (Specific comments) Results; Disparities in injection use The 

article insisted that the education level and wealth of a country affect the injection practice. To 

support this argument, the article investigated the situation in Pakistan which was presented as 

Figure 2 and 3. But an example of a county looks rather insufficient. It would be better to show the 

data in Figure 2 and 3 in other regions when the data are available.    Discussion Like other review 

studies, this article carries some limits as a review study. However, no consideration on its limitation 

was given throughout the paper. A clear appreciation of its possible fallacy or limits would improve 

this article.  Figures Figure 4 carries one of the most important suggestions of this article. Compare 

to its significance, the visualization was poorly done and the figure does not communicate well. 

Revising the diagram is recommended. 
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