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This is an execllent study about the ombination of three-gene immunohistochemical panel and
MRI-detected extramural vascular invasion to assess prognosis in non-advanced rectal cancer
patients. This study included 329 patients with pathologically confirmed rectal cancer who had
undergone an MRI without previous treatment. The candidate proteins that were reported to be
altered by rectal cancer were examined in tissues by immunohistochemistry. Of the three proteins
that were tested, c-MYC, PCNA and TIMP1 were detected with high expression in 35.9%, 23.7% and
58.7% of tumors, respectively. Significant associations were found between the expression of these
proteins and the prognosis. Applying these three proteins as an IHC panel could be used to classify
patients into different subgroups. The data suggest that the three-protein panel of c-MYC, PCNA and
TIMPlcombined with MRI-detected EMVI could provide additional prognostic information for
preoperative treatment of rectal cancer. The study is well designed and displayed. 1 There are some
minor revisions needed. 2 The discusstion should be checked, and some more recent ref can be
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discussed. 3 Tables and figures are good.



