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COMMENTS TO AUTHORS

Irritable bowel syndrome (IBS) is a heterogenous diseases without exact mechanism to explain the
heterogeneity of symptoms. In this article, the author focused on underlying infectious disease to
discuss the potential role in etiology. Infectious etiology for IBS are supported by small intestinal
bacterial overgrowth (SIBO), microbiota-host interactions and so on. Moreover, evidence from
probiotic trials and antibiotic trials also confirmed that. Finally, the author concluded that infectious
disease may provide a unifying hypothesis that better explains the overall symptomatology in IBS.
Overall, the manuscript is well-written. However, there remain several concerns in the current
manuscript. SIBO is a frequent but underestimated condition in IBS. The antibiotic therapy for
patients with IBS suggested that reduction in SIBO was associated with disease symptom
improvement. It is better to provide the efficacy of probiotic or combined antibiotic and probiotic on
treatment in patients with IBS accompanied SIBO. Furthermore, there are several typographical
errors which should be corrected.




