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COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 

The present manuscript is well written. The efficacy, safety and long-term prognosis of balloon 

dilation using BAE should be separately shown between patients with small bowel strictures and 

patients with anastomotic strictures. This should be analyzed in the manuscript.
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A comprehensive metaanalysis, It adds to our current knowledge
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COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 

The authors present a systematic review on the use of BAE in CD. The review is important for the 

readers of WJG and is well written and easy to read. Procedural data and outcomes are properly 

presented and discussed. The primary outcome is the procedure related perforation rate of BAE. 

Secondary outcomes are the perforation rate of DBE, the efficacy of stricture dilation and clinical 

utility of assessing endoscopically CD activity. In this way, the title of the review is misleading, as the 

review focus more on the safety of BAE than on the usefulness of BAE in CD. I suggest that the title 

should be changed.  Furthermore, the main role of BAE in CD is therapeutic, as it is currently 

recommended in clinical guidelines (such as ECCO guidelines). To assess the activity of small bowel 

CD other procedures should be used, such as cross-sectional imaging. In this way, and since most 

studies included in the review are retrospective, with different inclusion criteria, and different 

purposes for small bowel evaluation, it is very difficult to evaluate the usefulness of BAE in 

evaluating small bowel activity and guiding further treatment. This should be acknowledged more 

clearly be the authors. In summary, I believe that the review should focus more on the safety of BAE 

in CD, rather than in the role of BAE in CD.
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COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 

The authors showed the safety and the utility of BAE in CD. The paper includes clinically important 

findings and is well written.  Since primary outcome is the risk of procedure related perforation of 

diagnostic BAE, the authors should write the sites of perforation such as stricture, anastomosis site, 

adhesion and so on. 
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