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COMMENTS TO AUTHORS

The article represents an accepted population survey in an under- analysed population and
contributes to the literature important information for genetic, global association studies. Its impact
is significant and thus is appropriate for this journal. However, it requires major revision and
should not be accepted in its present from. The IFN induced proteins with tetratricopeptide
repeats 1 is related gene which can be strongly induced by IFN type 1. it suppress cellular translation
and was shown to block viral replication thus the importance to focus on such SNPs . However, the
author didn’t mention: -The major genotype of HBV? -The effect of such gene variant SNPs on IFIT1
expression? Why it’s important these polymorphisms that author did choose? As it was shown that
IL28B are a major and important predictors for treatment response in both HCV and HBV infection,
and as a very important factor, the author must take in consideration if the favourable SNP of IL.28B
can influence the result shown on this paper? As any treatment IFN-2b could engender a side effect
during treatment course, so I'm asking the author if the 225 patient included in this study did not
show any severe adverse reaction? and thus if all the patients get the same dose of treatment during
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the hole study? if it's not the case and some patient did show adverse effect, which oblige doctors to
reduce treatment dose to 50% or more, can we suppose that treatment dose could be a new factor for
modulation of treatment response? and thus treatment dose must be taken in consideration as a
potential factors of treatment modulation?? In the discussion section,the author needs to discuss
more his own results and compared with other done in other countries and this section requires
major revision. The article is well written, but there were few errors need correction. I would
recommend that the article be accepted with major revisions if these are satisfactorily done.
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The impact of HBV genotype on the therapeutic response to IFN therapy has been recognized in

several studies. In HBeAg-positive patients treated with standard IFN, the SVR is significantly better

in genotype A and B patients than in genotype C and D patients. In China the most prevalent

genotypes are the B and C, but in this study were not considered. It is highly recommended to

determine the viral genotype.
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