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COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 

In this paper, the Authors investigated the efficacy and safety of switching to pegylated 

interferon-a-2a (PegIFNα-2a) treatment in nucleos(t)ide analogue-treated (NA-treated) chronic 

hepatitis B (CHB) patients successfully treated with Entecavir. The topic is of great interest, in fact in 

the recent years several attempts have been performed in order to transform a “long-life” treatment 

with NAs in a treatment of a “finite” duration. The paper is well written and I feel that it can be 

considered for publication after minor revisions. Comments: In the Abstract, section Aims should be 

changed to: To investigate the efficacy of switching to pegylated interferon-a-2a (PegIFNα-2a) 

treatment in nucleos(t)ide analogue-treated (NA-treated) chronic hepatitis B (CHB) responder 

patients. In the Abstract, section Conclusions: the reference to the “inappreciable risk of long-term 

resistance” is inappropriate, therefore it should be delete. In the Introduction, the Authors say that 

“ NAs all produce drug resistance”. It is not correct, in fact after 8 years of Tenofovir therapy the 

resistance rate is 0%. Through all the text, “HbsAg” or “HbeAg” should be corrected to “HBsAg” and 

“HBeAg”. 
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