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COMMENTS TO AUTHORS

Dear Editor, I thank you very much for giving the opportunity to review this manuscript. This is a
study exploring the relation between the development of TB and gastrectomy in gastric cancer
patients. In addition, the risk factors for TB after gastrectomy are also described. Although this
knowledge is well known, the authors emphasizes by this large cohort. However, I have some
questions and comments about this retrospective study. 1. Gastrectomy is a risk factor for TB. I
wonder why the authors did not enroll all patients who underwent gastrectomies from any causes. 2.
Because TB is an indolent disease and may be asymptomatic, I would like to know that every cases in
this study performed CXR before gastrectomies. In addition, after gastrectomy, in the authors’
institute, how often does CXR routinely perform? 3. The authors showed 95% of patients were
followed for more than 1 year. As stated above that TB is an indolent disease. Is it possible to show
how many patients were followed more than 2 years after gastrectomies. 4. The authors showed the
incidence of TB after gastrectomy. Please also provide the incidence of TB in general population in
South Korea during the study period. 5. Some words and grammar error. In conclusion, in my
opinion, this study merits to be published with some minor revision.
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COMMENTS TO AUTHORS

The manuscript by Jung et al. examined incidence of tuberculosis in gastrectomy patients and
analyze risk factors for tuberculosis after gastrectomy in gastric cancer. The topic of this manuscript is
interesting and the manuscript is basically well written. Especially, it is interesting that the
gastrectomy extent (total versus subtotal gastrectomy) affect the incidence of tuberculosis. The
limitation of this study is that the number of active tuberculosis patients is low (n=16) compared with
that of not active tuberculosis patients. It is better to show Table 1 and Table 2 in each one page if
possible. Minor points are as follows. Page 1, title; Page 3, lines 4, 5 from bottom. “Tuberculosis” is
not necessary to start with capital (T) if it is not the first word in a sentence. Page 3, line 13; line 2
from bottom, page 10, line 14; page 7, line 3 from bottom. “per 1 kg/m2” should be “kg/m?2”. Page 8,
line 10. Show the reference number of “one recent study”. Page 11, lines 8-14. The title of reference
# 3 is too long. Check it again.
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Grammar mistakes are there. Why all of the patients who went for gastrectomies due to any reason

were not enrolled in the study?
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