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COMMENTS TO AUTHORS

Study from Zambia investigating risk factors among subjects with oesophageal cancer and
comparing to non-cancer controls. Overall I like this study. However, I would like the authors to
address/clarify the following: 1. The introduction is too long. Much of the epidemiology could be
removed (eg relating to South America - not relevant). 2. It was not until I reached the discussion
that I learnt what isoprostanes are. This description and relevance of isoprostanes should be moved
to the introduction. 3. Increased urinary isoprostane concentrations were associated with
oesophageal cancer; however there is no data to explain whether this association is due to a link with
smoking, dietary intake ,etc. This data should be provided. 4. Similarly, are urinary isoprostane
values constant and reliable? Are values influenced by starvation for example? Do values increase
with stage of disease? Are they linked with prognosis? 5. What do the authors see as the true value
of measuring urinary isoprotanes? Screeing?. Detecting early disease? When do values increase -
invasive disease, metastatic disease?
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COMMENTS TO AUTHORS

An interesting study from a developing country looking at factors in development of oesophageal

adenocarcinoma and means of measuring oxidative stress as a potential method of categorisation The

background needs some judicious editing with much of the information being repetitive and not

really relevant ot the paper. Some of the data may be better placed in the discussion where relevant

The 15mth period of study has unfortunately only given a limited number of patients but the novelty

of the study is such that it is of significant interest
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