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COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 

World Journal of Gastroenterology Manuscript number: 30371  Title: Sitagliptin in patients with 

non-alcoholic steatohepatitis: A randomized, placebo-controlled trial.  Main concerns about this 

paper: This is an interesting manuscript describing a randomized, double-blinded, 

allocation-concealed, placebo-controlled clinical trial in patients with DM2 and biopsy-confirmed 

NASH treated with sitagliptin (100 mg daily) versus placebo for 24 weeks.  As the authors pointed 

out sitagliptin did not significantly improve liver fibrosis or any parameter of NAS after 24 weeks of 

therapy, and this result is in agreement with previous literature.  According to the authors, this is 

the first trial to document the validity of an imaging technique, such as the IDEAL technique for MRI, 

in relation to histologic changes in hepatic steatosis. The major concern, however, is the size of the 

sample, which was too small and could have limited the ability to assess for changes in the outcomes 

measured. Therefore, the conclusion (in abstract) in relation to propose that MRI IDEAL technique 

may be useful for non-invasive measurement of hepatic steatosis is overstate. 
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