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This study described the clinical and radiological advances of fistulizing perianal CD in
a cohort of 49 patients who were treated with anti-TNF-a agents for 40 months. They
showed that one third of clinical remission patients had a persisting pathology on MRI,
which indicated deep remission and was associated with the absence of rectal
involvement. Authors concluded that deep remission was achieved in approximately
one third of patients who were administrated with anti-TNF-alpha therapy and the
absence of rectal involvement was predictive of deep remission. This study is of clinical
value to patients with perianal Crohn’s disease. However, there are some defects that
needed to be noticed. 1. This manuscript is lacking in sufficient introduction of the
current progress about diagnosis and therapy of perianal CD. More information about
deep remission of perianal Crohn’s disease should be involved because the definition is
still controversial. 2. Defining deep remission as the association of clinical remission and
healing on MRI may not be completely reasonable. Mucosal lesion under endoscopy
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should be considered. This reviewer considers that deep remission should be defined as
an integrated assessment of clinical remission and mucosal heal. Then the correlation
between deep remission and MR image should be analyzed to explore the predictors of
deep remission. 3. There are some minor spell mistakes in the manuscript. For example,
“reportedfollow-up at line 1 paragraph 3 of the discussion section,”, and “.,” at line 3
paragraph 5 of the discussion section.
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