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COMMENTS TO AUTHORS

The authors report an analysis in Turkey of the prevalence of esophageal reflux and associated
symptoms where there is also a high prevalence of H. pylori infection. The contribution is unique
and interesting and casts light on variant presentation of symptoms of reflux disease in a country
with mixed Western and Eastern influences. The work is ambition and thought provoking.
Greater explanation and clarification of some analyses and tools is required. = Specific comments are
outline below: Abstract: Some indication of subjects were selected needs to be spelled out.
“Underprivileged” needs definition. Introduction: the “Mayo questionnaire” requires a bit
more description about what it measures and how. Methods: Clarify what “representatively
selected” subjects means. The phrase “17 cities” is repeated 3 times in sequence, state this once.
How was a lottery used to select cities? Geog should be corrected to geographic. Should
“dementia” as an exclusion be clarified to “and other medical issues?” Questionnaire:
References to explain the statistical analysis should be included. Was there consideration to add any
lower GI complaints such as constipation and diarrhea? Was use of other antacids containing
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sodium bicarbonate included? Stress needs definition. Were patients with known Helicobacter
pylori excluded? Was active treatment and follow up by a medical person factored in? Was a
multivariate analysis considered to sort out more important factors? Results: It is surprising that
regurgitation, which is vomiting, was present in up to 19% of patients with GERD. H.P.: How
were patients randomized and determined to be “eligible” for testing? Listing of actual percentages
of HP positivity in different areas would be of interest. Discussion: should be truncated and
shortened. = While CagA strains of HP appear more associated with developing gastric cancer, the
authors do no clarify whether variation in strains impacts on gastritis or reflux. If there is a
difference this should be cited and discussed, if not this also should be cited and discussed.
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