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COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 

This is an interesting study in which the authors describe a modified MELD score, 

namely MELD lactate, in order to assess short term prognosis in acute on chronic liver 

failure in hepatitis B. The only problem is that the authors should discuss  that there is 

the need of a prospective series to test the validity of the new score; they also should 

comment how many infections were present, since infections may be associated with 

increased lactate, and perhaps also perform Kaplan- Meyer survival analysis: it is not the 

same to die after 3-5 days than at the third month. English needs some revision  



  

2 

 

 

7901 Stoneridge Drive, Suite 501, 

Pleasanton, CA 94588, USA  

Telephone: +1-925-223-8242  

Fax: +1-925-223-8243 

E-mail: bpgoffice@wjgnet.com 

https://www.wjgnet.com 

 

PEER-REVIEW REPORT 

 

Name of journal: World Journal of Gastroenterology 

Manuscript NO: 35028 

Title: An integrated MELD model including serum lactate improves the short-term 

prognosis of HBV-related acute-on-chronic liver failure 

Reviewer’s code: 00068235 

Reviewer’s country: Pakistan 

Science editor: Ya-Juan Ma 

Date sent for review: 2017-06-28 

Date reviewed: 2017-07-11 
 

CLASSIFICATION LANGUAGE EVALUATION SCIENTIFIC MISCONDUCT CONCLUSION 

[ Y] Grade A: Excellent 

[  ] Grade B: Very good 

[  ] Grade C: Good 

[  ] Grade D: Fair 

[  ] Grade E: Poor  

[ Y] Grade A: Priority publishing 

[  ] Grade B: Minor language  

    polishing 

[  ] Grade C: A great deal of  

language polishing 

[  ] Grade D: Rejected 

Google Search:    

[  ] The same title 

[  ] Duplicate publication 

[  ] Plagiarism 

[ Y ] No 

BPG Search: 

[  ] The same title 

[  ] Duplicate publication 

[  ] Plagiarism 

[ Y ] No 

[ Y] Accept 

[  ] High priority for   

    publication 

[  ] Rejection 

[  ] Minor revision 

[  ] Major revision 

 

COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 

The paper is well written and well presented. The paper is suited well for publication in 

WJG without any revision.
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COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 

In the present study the authors compared several parameters in patients with 

HBV-related acute-on-chronic liver failure (ACLF) to improve the accuracy of prognosis. 

They enrolled 236 patients with HBV-ACLF and stratified them in a survival group and 

non-survival group. Among all parameters they observed that lactate levels correlated 

positively to MELD scores. The authors concluded that the combination of LAC and 

MELD scores very likely is able to increase prediction accuracy for ACLF prognosis. The 

manuscript has been well written and data well presented. My only concern is that no 

viral parameters have been evaluated and compared  in the two groups of patients 


