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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS
This meta-analysis of 23 RCTs, including 5669 patients with CD, successfully showed

that TB infection risk between TNFa inhibitor and placebo was significantly high with a
risk difference of 0.028 and the odds ratio was 5.85. Additionally, they also added
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so-called double-zero studies in the analysis and demonstrated the odds ratio of 4.85,
using a novel epidemiologically-based background correction that can deal with rare
events. The authors seem to summarize concisely their results and explain clearly their
analysis. Therefore, this paper can provide gastroenterologists with useful information.
The authors are recommended to explain or make a correction for some questions as
follows. 1) Pageb5, line107, the abbreviation “MAP” should not be used in the Abstract. 2)
Pagel2, line329, in the Results, the number does not match the value showed in Table 3.
3) Pagel8, line484, in the Research conclusions, they described that the risk could range
from 5 times (OR) to as high as 8 times (RD). The authors should explain RD of 8 times

in the Results.
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