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COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 

Yanzhou Song et. al systemically evaluated the prognostic power of different omics data 

for liver cancer using as source data the Cancer Genome Atlas. The work is well written 

and informative and can contribute to expand our knowledge with regard to the 

identification of HCC prognostic/diagnostic markers. I suggest the author to better 

specify which are, among the individuated pathways, (WNT/beta-catenin, E2F targets, 

mitotic spindle and G2M checkpoint) the specify variations in gene expression levels. 

For example, which are the E2F targets differently regulated? Do they include E2F 

family members? This piece of information would be very interesting as not all E2F 

family members are thought to play the same role in HCC.
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COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 

For clinical researchers lacking bioinformatics expertise, extrapolating desired 

information from the copious amounts of data supplied by The Cancer Genome Atlas 

(TCGA) proves to be a difficult task. The authors are congratulated on accomplishing the 

task using molecular and clinical data on the TCGA, in which specific genes were shown 

to correlate with survival for patients with liver cancer. However, English writing, 

including the title, abstract and text, is suboptimal. The title may be changed to 

“Integrated genomic analysis for prediction of survival for patients with liver cancer 

using the Cancer Genome Atlas”. Also, the abstract appears not to summarize the study 

results. The abbreviations, such as LASSO and CNP, should be defined on their first use. 

An additional figure, which explains the statistical process (algorithm), would improve 

the readability.
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COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 

The authors report a meta analysis of high density molecular data from TCGA 

experiments on HCC. Genetic, epigenetic and expression data (miRNA and mRNA) 

have been considered in the analysis. Regrettably protein data did not reach statistical 

significance to support prognostic power. Perhaps the reasons explaining why protein 

profiling has no prognostic value in this case should be further discussed. Is it a 

consequence of the analytical methodology used or, alternatively is it associated to the 

complexity of the proteome? Minor points are as follows: Figure 1 legend should be 

extended to make the figure self-explanatory. Heatmaps in figures 2, 3, 4 and 5 are too 

small. Figure legend extension is also recommended in these cases.  


