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where 230 patients received HBcAb positive (HBcAb+) and 841 patients received HBcAb 

negative (HBcAb–) liver grafts during eleven years (from 2005 to 2016). The survival 

rates from, post-transplant complication rates and liver function recovery after surgery, 

in 1 to 5 years follow ups were similar for both groups of patients. Analyses indicated no 

risk factor for long-term survival in those receiving HBcAb+ liver grafts in both 

(HBsAg+ and HBsAg– patients. Considering the shortage of suitable liver grafts for liver 

transplantation, authors conclude that based on the obtained results in this study, 

utilization of HBcAb+ grafts is rational and feasible.  Comments: There are a number of 

reported studies on the impact of graft survival in liver transplantation by Hepatitis 

B-core antibody positive donors with sometime controversial results when compared to 

HbcAb negatives. However, the present study might be somehow considerable due to 

high number of the included patients and conducting the study in a single center. Taken 

together the manuscript is well-organized and relatively well written, but it is 

unnecessarily long and boring and authors should summarize it thoroughly. In specific 

the discussion section, that is unnecessarily long and boring. It starts with a long 

background information which should be presented in summarized form in 

Introduction and just focus to compare the obtained results in the present study, one in 

each paragraph, with outcome of the previously reported studies. But there are a 

number of dispersed and unnecessary paragraphs that induce complexity in the aimed 

concepts. 
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of great significance. The manuscript need to be edited. The discussion is long, should be 
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shortten.  Some minor language revision is required. 
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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 

In this retrospective study, 1071 patients consecutively transplanted from 2005 to 2016 

were enrolled. The safety of using HBV core antibody-positive donors for liver 

transplantation was evaluated. The outcomes of all recipients were reviewed. Newly 
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diagnosed HBV infection had a relatively higher incidence in HBsAg– patients with 

HBcAb+ liver grafts, in which HBV naïve recipients suffered most, though this 

difference did not affect patient and graft survival. The patients number of this study is 

big, and the methods are logical. The results are informative and well discussed. 

However, the discussion seems long. The authors can shortten it and make it more focus 

on the subject of the study.  
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