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and 3 are not referenced in the results section or text of the study.  This should be 
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or after biopsy as this could influence results. 5) There are wording and grammatical 

errors with some impacting the readability of the manuscript.  For example, in the 

introduction, “…with variable but imperfect in dependent diagnostic accuracy in staging” 

and “Ultrasound elastography used for grading of hepatic fibrosis but it is operator 

dependent.”  The authors need to correct these throughout. 6) The abbreviation use is 

not consistent.  For example, ADC is used prior to being defined in the text.  

Micro-RNAs are sometimes listed as miR and at other times miRNA.  The authors 

should correct throughout. 
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