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matching of controls and providing sensitivity, specificity and accuracy analyses for
each metric. Overall, this study is relevant and important to those in the field. That
being said, there are aspects the authors should address to improve the quality of their
submission: 1) Why are the authors reporting values as medians versus mean values?
It would be more appropriate to report mean values with standard error of the mean. 2)
In table 1 are the authors certain about the p values reported? It would appear that
albumin should not be significant just quickly looking at the values and error reported.
Also, in the results text the authors state that age was not significantly different but the p
value reported is 0.001. I believe the P value on this chart was for differences in early
and late fibrosis using a T test rather than using ANOVA for all groups. The authors
need to specify but should include p values for the variable itself with all groups and for
differences between groups. Also there was no title for Table 1 provided. 3) Figure 2
and 3 are not referenced in the results section or text of the study. This should be
corrected. 4) When was the blood collected for the serum miR assay? Was this prior
or after biopsy as this could influence results. 5) There are wording and grammatical
errors with some impacting the readability of the manuscript. For example, in the
introduction, “...with variable but imperfect in dependent diagnostic accuracy in staging”
and “Ultrasound elastography used for grading of hepatic fibrosis but it is operator
dependent.” The authors need to correct these throughout. 6) The abbreviation use is
not consistent. For example, ADC is used prior to being defined in the text.
Micro-RNAs are sometimes listed as miR and at other times miRNA. The authors

should correct throughout.
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