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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS
This paper aimed to predict gastroesophageal varices through spleen MR elastography

in pediatric liver fibrosis. It got the result that spleen MRE values predicted

gastroesophageal varices as well as the APRI and spleen size ratio in biliary atresia
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patients after the Kasai operation. However, liver MRE values were not useful for this

purpose. It could bring some new information for this region.
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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS

The authors assessed the utility of splenic stiffness measurements by MR elastography
(MRE) to predict gastroesophageal varices in children. They obtained hepatic and

splenic stiffness values by performing two-dimensional spin-eho eho-planar MRE
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acquisition. They compared hepatic and splenic values between Kasai group and
Control group. Laboratory results for aspartate aminotransferase to platelet ratio (APRI)
were evaluated, and all Kasai group patients underwent gastroesophageal endoscopy
during routine follow-up. They found that spleen MRE values predicted
gastresophageal varices as well as APRI and spleen size ratio in Kasai group, but that
liver MRE values were not useful. This manuscript appears nearly acceptable for
publication, but several revisions would be considered as follows. General Comments:
This study was performed at a single center with small number of patients. The authors
should discuss about the limitation of the study including the above problems.
Furthermore, there should be a more thorough discussion about the other parameters
that evaluate liver and spleen fibrosis using ultrasound, and the author should evaluate

the predominance of their parameter.
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