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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 
General comment: The manuscript entitled “Bone morphogenetic protein-7 represses 

hepatic stellate cell activation and liver fibrosis via regulation of TGF-�/Smad signaling 

pathway” investigated a role of BMP7 in liver fibrosis. Although BMP7 has been 
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investigated in liver fibrosis by several groups, this study indicated that high dose of 

BMP7 at 100ng/ml above can antagonize TGF-�� 1 activity in both hepatic stellate cells 

in vitro and liver fibrosis in vivo. It can also antagonize phosphorylation of Smad3 and 

p38 in hepatic stellate cells. So their conclusion of BMP-7 role in liver fibrosis is to 

regulate TGF-�� /Smad signaling pathway.  Specific comments:  1. The main issue of 

this manuscript from this reviewer is how can they approve that intraperitoneal injection 

of BMP-7 can reach to the liver. Since model of liver fibrosis in created by injection CCL4 

in peritoneal cavity, a lot of damage was produced and it is difficult for drug to be 

absorbed into blood. 2. There is a group who used adenovirus to deliver BMP-7 in liver 

fibrosis model in rat: L Zhong, X Wang, S Wang, L Yang “The anti-fibrotic effect of bone 

morphogenic protein-7 (BMP-7) on liver fibrosis” International journal of Medical 

Sciences, 2013. It appears that the authors did not reference this article. 
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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 
The paper is a very interesting, it has a logical aim, results and discussion and it is 

written in a good language. But I can offer to read it carefully once more and to remove 

some small typos and mistakes in the text.   
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