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extraperitoneal rectal cancer. The number of patients studied is not high. The use of
fluorescence improves the results. The introduction and the materials and methods are

well illustrated. The discussion is well structured. The figures are exhaustive.
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improve the background of the manuscript and significance of the study.
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lateral pelvic lymph node in patients with middle-low rectal cancer. They have also
included possible challenges and limitations of their study. The subject is of interest for
surgeons regarding completeness of surgery, safety, as well as reducing the local
recurrence rate. However, lack of long term follow up might be also a source of bias for
the local recurrence rate. This manuscript describe methods in adequate detail. Another
preliminary study on a similar topic was written by Noura, Shingo et al (2009).
Feasibility of a Lateral Region Sentinel Node Biopsy of Lower Rectal Cancer Guided by
Indocyanine Green Using a Near-Infrared Camera System. Annals of surgical oncology.
17. 144-51. 10.1245/510434-009-0711-2. , but on a smaller group of patients. Although the
manuscript is useful, the careful proofreading and language polishing are needed. Page
3 -“2.1 Patient” section- are the diameters expressed in mm or cm? “The assessment
criteria were as follows: (1) 20.7mm in short diameter; (2) 20.5mm <0.7mm in short

diameter with inhomogeneous or intense enhancement;” Statistical analysis I did not

check.
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