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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 
It would  be interesting to dciscuss more in details the proposed correlations between 

LV diastolic dysfunction and liver cirrhosis.  Besides, the contra-indications to 

beta-blocker medication have to be considered in the discussion.   
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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 
This is a systematic review of left ventricle diastolic dysfunction in liver cirrhosis. Data 

in general are well described but in order to provide all the information to the reader 

tables 5, 7 and 9 should show the average data or the percentages in addition to the p 

values. An important part of the discussion is devoted to comparing the results of a 
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retrospective study carried out by the authors with several of the prospective studies 

included in the review. It seems excessive to devote so much discussion to a study that 

according to the exclusion criteria of the authors does not enter into the review. All this 

paragraph should be reduced to a brief paragraph indicating the agreement between the 

results of this study and what was observed in the review. 
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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 
Their systemic analysis suggests that LVDD and its severity is an attribute of advanced 

cirrhosis. 
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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 
The problem of cardiac dysfunction in cirrhosis has been explored extensively and the 

role haemodynamic disturbances play in the development of complications is well 

known. In this paper the authors review the literature on prevalence of left ventricular 

diastolic dysfunction (LVDD) and correlate this echocardiographic diagnosis with 
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severity of cirrhosis as assessed by Child and MELD score. They show that LVDD has a 

high prevalence in patients with cirrhosis and that it correlates with age and presence of 

ascites in most studies, with some sub-analyses showing the prevalence of LVDD to be 

increased according to Child class (but not according to MELD score). This makes the 

conclusion itself risky since I do not believe the data suffices to affirm that LVDD is 

correlated to the severity of liver disease based on the data. 1. Methods: the algorithm for 

the literature search is not very clear and seems that it could be improved by including 

more variations and key-words. Also there is no mention of searching through 

references of reviewed articles for further papers. 2. The presence of ascites seems to be a 

much more powerful predictor of LVDD and this has been previously documented and 

makes sense from a pathogenetic point of view. It also might explain why there is a 

statistical difference according to Child but not MELD scores. Are the MELD scores 

reported classic MELD or adjusted MELD? 3. A more nuanced conclusion seems 

appropriate. 
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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 
This is a systematic review on the role of LVDD in cirrhosis. The authors conclude that 

severity of LVDD is related to severity of cirrhosis. It is commendable that only 

prospective studies were included and all recent studies have been included. The paper 

is well written. I have some comments:   1. The criteria to assess LVDD is mostly 2009 



  

11 
 

 

7041 Koll Center Parkway, Suite 
160, Pleasanton, CA 94566, USA  
Telephone: +1-925-223-8242  
Fax: +1-925-223-8243 
E-mail: bpgoffice@wjgnet.com 
https://www.wjgnet.com 
 

ASE but two papers use the 2016 ASE/EACVI guidelines. I would like to see a separate 

analysis excluding these two studies using the newer guidance.   2. There is some 

debate about the role of LVDD on clinical outcomes. This should be discussed more, 

with particular relevance to recent studies showing that diastolic dysfunction had not 

effect on outcomes following TIPSS (Armstrong et al, 2019).  
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