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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS

This is an interesting system review of on associating liver partition and portal vein
ligation for staged hepatectomy (ALPPS). Recent evidence has demonstrated that a
partial split of the liver parenchyma in ALPPS is associated with the same amount of
FLR hypertrophy as a complete split but with the benefit of lower postoperative
morbidity and mortality rates. However, some evidence has also indicated that ALPPS
with a p-ALPPS does not have a comparable FLR hypertrophy rate and is associated
with the same morbidity and mortality rates as in ALPPS. In this study, the studies
comparing the outcomes of p-ALPPS with ALPPS for a small FLR in consecutive patients
were included. A subgroup analysis to evaluate patients with and without liver cirrhosis
was performed. Overall, this study is very well designed. The title reflects the main
subject, and the methods were described in detail. The results are very interesting. I have
some minor comments to the authors: 1. Some very minor language publishing should
be corrected. 2. The results are interesting, however, if the authors can add some
subtitles, the results will be more clear to the readers. 3. The discussion is excellent, and
the limitations are listed. Are there any plan to perform a furthere related study? I am
looking forward to read it. 4. The references are updated. I suggest to discuss one more
reference: Ernesto Sparrelid and Thomas M. van Gulik. Tumor progression in two-stage
liver resections—is the shorter inter-stage period in associated liver partition and portal
vein ligation for staged hepatectomy (ALPPS) of benefit to the patient? Hepatobiliary
Surg Nutr. 2019 Jun; 8(3): 316-317. doi: 10.21037/hbsn.2019.01.18 PMID: 31245425.
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This is an excellent system review and meta-analysis for associating liver partition and
portal vein ligation for staged hepatectomy. This study is well designed and the
manuscript is well written. The results are discussed well, and the references are

updated. Only some minor language polishing should be corrected. Congratulations!
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The morbidity and mortality rates can reflect the safety of this surgical strategy, and the
FLR hypertrophy rate can reflect the effectiveness. Recent evidence has demonstrated
that a partial split of the liver parenchyma in ALPPS is associated with the same amount
of FLR hypertrophy as a complete split but with the benefit of lower postoperative
morbidity and mortality rates. But, some evidence has indicated that ALPPS with a
partial split does not have a comparable FLR hypertrophy rate and is associated with the
same morbidity and mortality rates as in ALPPS. In this system review, the authors
reviewed the split completeness and its impact on the FLR hypertrophy, morbidity, and
mortality rates in patients with a small FLR. This study is designed well. The methods

are described in detail, and the results are very interesting. I have no further comments.
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