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This retrospective study concluded that the modified Child-Pugh scoring system was
superior to the albumin-bilirubin scoring system as a predictor of the outcomes (overall
survival, survival without recurrence) of resection of hepatocellular carcinoma. This is
a very important topic and the findings of the study could impact the selection for
surgery of the patients with this disease. However, the discriminatory power of both
scoring systems, at AUC areas between 0.594 to 0.659 (Figure 3), are weak, underlying
the need for efforts to develop better scoring systems. I suggest that the authors should
add a comment addressing this point. Also, the presentation of this report needs
improvement. I will list a few examples: (a) Core tip, 1st sentence: Change "We
discovered only a few studies have evaluated.." to "We discovered that only a few
studies have evaluated..." (b) Core tip, last sentence: Change "The MCP grade may
conducive to the selection..." "The MCP grade may be the best tool for the selection..."
(c) Introduction, first sentence. This sentence is not clear. Specifically, it is not clear
what is second and what is fifth. Making two sentences, one addressing the frequency of
HCC, and the second sentence addressing the frequency of death from HCC should
clarify this issue.  (d) Results, patient characteristics, 2nd sentence, "With a median
follow-up time of 36 months."  This sentence has no verb. (e) Results, comparison
of the characteristics of three groups in ALBI grade and MCP grade. I suggest that the
whole paragraph is restructured as follows, to make it clearer: "Statistically significant
differences between the three groups in each grade were found for the following
variables: in the MCP grade groups for gender (P = 0.038), BMI (p = 0.008), ALT (P =
0.026), C-P grade (P < 0.001), BCLC (P = 0.01), blood transfusion (P = 0.045), and surgical
bleeding (P = 0.019), in addition to prealbumin, albumin, total bilirubin, and
prothrombin time (all at P < 0.001) that are included in this grade; in the ALBI grade
groups, for INR (P = 0.012), Child-Pugh grade (P < 0.001), BCLC stage (P = 0.013),

number of tumours (P = 0.008), tumour size (P = 0.049), blood transfusion (P = 0.006),
2



Baishideng 7041 Koll Center Parkway, Suite

160, Pleasanton, CA 94566, USA

Publishin g Telephone: +1-925-223-8242
. . E-mail: bpgoffice@wjgnet.com
3“15',1‘19“9@ G l‘Ollp https:/ /www.wjgnet.com

and types of liver resection (P = 0.011), in addition to prealbumin, albumin, total
bilirubin, and prothrombin time (all at P < 0.001) that are the variables included in this

grade (Supplementary Table 1).
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The article requires english editing and writing style, sentences must be rechecked.
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In this study, the authors, using univariate, multivariate statistics, and Kaplan-Meier
analysis, retrospectively analyzed and compared the two prognostic factors: modified
Child-Pugh (MCP) and Albumin-Bilirubin (ALBI) grades for the long-term outcome of
hepatocellular carcinoma (HCC) patients. They found that both the MCP and ALBI
grades were more accurate prognostic factors than the Child-Pugh (C-P) grade for
long-term outcome, and the MCP grade performed better than the ALBI grade for
overall and recurrence-free survivals. In general, this is a straightforward, well-written
paper, the presentation and statistical analysis are well-done. The differences in AUCs of
two factors are marginal, and the data and conclusion may be over-interpreted and
overstated. Since the sample-size is not very large, and patients were from one clinical
center, if more patients from various centers are enrolled, the conclusion may be more
convincing. If possible, will a combination these two factors a better prognostic factors

for long-term outcome of HCC patients?
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